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Coil- Is a technique for building ceramics forms by rolling out coils, or ropes, of clay and joining them together with the fingers or a tool.  Two coil pieces are joined by a technique called score and slip.  First, scratching the surfaces of clay that will be joined together, called scoring. Then adding slip to the scored surfaces, using it like glue, and pressing the two pieces together.  Slip is a liquid mixture of clay and water.

The puki is a Native American name for a ceramic vessel that is used to help form another pot.  It is simply a bisque-fired bowl.  It holds those first few pieces of wet pliable clay that will be the base for whatever new form is to come.  It can be any size to accommodate the desired final form.
The Project

    +
Create sketches for coil constructed vessel in sketchbook; cylinder, pot, pitcher, bowl, etc.  Researching coil vessels will help with design ideas and plans.  
+
Bring in a puki for your coil vessel.  Small to medium sized bowls for bowl construction and soda cans or bottles can work for the inside of cylinders.

+
Line template vessel with plastic to prevent clay from sticking to form.

    +
Wedged clay is rolled out into coils.  Do not roll out too many coils, clay will become dry and crack.   


    +
Start by making a spiral with the first coil to form the base of the pot.

    +
Smooth surface of base coil from the center to the outer edge with a fingertip or tool.

   +
Score outside edge of base with fork or needle tool in a crosshatch pattern and joining edge of next coil.  Add slip and press the two pieces together. Each joining piece needs to be scored and slipped before joining.  Coils placed on the outer edge of the rim will make the shape wider.  Coils placed on the inner edge will make the shape narrower.
   +
Using a fingertip or a rib tool, smooth inside edge coil to base of pot.  
   +
The vessel must be either designed with an interesting form in mind, or an intricate use of coils.  Be creative and unique with your coil design.
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